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Another week, another cartload for the Tumbril. This time it is Reform accused of taking foreign cash, a fresh face
already fighting for Keir Starmer's old seat, a genuinely historic vote on who gets to have a say at all, and a new
Prime Minister's first grilling at the despatch box. Hold tight, it is a full cart.

WESTMINSTER

Farage's Foreign Affair
WESTMINSTER, 3-4 SEPTEMBER 2026

Nigel Farage's Reform UK spent the week fending off claims that it broke the law banning foreign money from British
politics. Two aides, James Orr and Dan Jukes, quit after undercover reporting suggested that £32,500 of polling for the
party may have been quietly paid for by an overseas company. Farage was defiant: “The party has done nothing
wrong, taken no illegal money. In fact, no money was taken at all... this was an exercise in entrapment.” Party
chairman Lee Anderson was blunter about the departing aides: “They won't be coming back.” The Metropolitan Police
say they are aware of the allegations and will assess them, though no formal investigation has yet been opened.

Alleged breach: £32,500 of Reform polling covertly funded by an overseas company.

Aides James Orr and Dan Jukes have both left the party.

Farage insists it was “an exercise in entrapment”; the Met says it is only “assessing” the matter so far.
The row lands the same week MPs voted to tighten the rules on foreign political donations (see below).



WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: UK law already bans political parties from accepting donations from
foreign individuals or companies: only UK-registered voters, companies and organisations may give money. This row is a
live test of how that rule is actually policed, largely by the Electoral Commission and, in serious cases, the police, rather than
by any single dramatic Act of Parliament. Pair it with this week's Representation of the People Bill (below) for a genuinely
current before-and-after: MPs tightening the rules in the very week a party stands accused of breaking the existing ones.

SPECIFICATION LINKS Edexcel 9PLO 1.2 (Political parties); AQA 7152 3.1.2.3 (Political parties).

ﬁ The Last Ride of Sir Keir (and the Green Who Wants It)

WESTMINSTER, 1-3 SEPTEMBER 2026

Sir Keir Starmer is leaving Parliament altogether, not just Downing Street. Having already quit as Prime Minister back
in July after months of backbench pressure, he announced on Tuesday that he will also stand down as MP for Holborn
and St Pancras, the seat he has held since 2015. “This is the end of my political journey,” he said. “Every Prime
Minister knows when they take up the torch that the day will come when they have to pass it on. That day has come
for me.” The queue to replace him is already forming: two days later, Green Party leader Zack Polanski confirmed he
will stand in the resulting by-election, declaring “Labour stands up for corporations and big money. I'll stand up for
people and our communities.” With the Greens fresh off a shock by-election win and polling around 20 per cent
nationally, Starmer's old seat could become Labour's first real test of whether the left is drifting away from it.

Represented Holborn and St Pancras since 2015, succeeding Frank Dobson.

Quit as Prime Minister in July 2026, following Andy Burnham's return to Westminster.

Green Party leader Zack Polanski has confirmed his candidacy, calling it “a clear fight between Labour and the Green
Party.”

e Conservative Party chairman Kevin Hollinrake called Starmer's resignation “yet another U-turn.”

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: There is no rule forcing a former Prime Minister to leave Parliament
altogether: this is pure convention (an unwritten practice, not a law). Some ex-PMs sit as backbenchers for years; others, like
Starmer, go quickly. Comparing his swift exit with how long other former Prime Ministers stayed on the backbenches is a
neat, real-world way to show an examiner that the UK's constitution runs as much on custom as on codified rules (rules
written down in a single document, which the UK's constitution largely is not). Polanski's candidacy adds a second, sharper
point: a genuinely safe Labour seat becoming a real fight is concrete evidence of the UK's party system fragmenting beyond
the old two-party assumption your textbook was probably written around.

SPECIFICATION LINKS Edexcel 9PLO 1.2 (Political parties), 3.3 (Prime Minister and Executive), 3.4 (Relations between the branches);
AQA 7152 3.1.1.3 (The Prime Minister and cabinet), 3.1.2.3 (Political parties).

Teen, Set, Vote! MPs Wave Through Votes at 16

WESTMINSTER, 2 SEPTEMBER 2026

MPs just handed the nation's teenagers the biggest expansion of the franchise (the right to vote) in over half a century.
After a decisive 411 to 102 vote, the Commons waved through the Representation of the People Bill's Third Reading
(the final Commons vote on a Bill before it moves to the House of Lords) on Wednesday, lowering the voting age to
16 for UK general elections and dragging around 1.7 million teenagers onto the electoral roll. Labour, the Liberal
Democrats, the SNP, the Greens and Plaid Cymru all backed it; the Conservatives voted against as one bloc, and
Reform UK's five MPs joined them. It is not law yet, the Bill still has to clear the Lords, but Westminster has never
come this close to Votes at 16 before.

411 Ayes to 102 Noes: a majority of 309.
Around 1.7 million 16 and 17 year olds could become newly eligible to vote.
The Bill also tightens the rules on foreign political donations and forces online campaign adverts to say who paid for
them.

e Next stop: the House of Lords, then Royal Assent (the monarch's formal sign-off that turns a Bill into an Act) before it
actually becomes law.



WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: Don't let anyone tell you Votes at 16 is untested: Scotland has used
it in Holyrood and local elections since 2014, and Wales followed for Senedd and council elections in 2020. What is new
here is Westminster catching up for UK general elections, meaning the franchise (who is entitled to vote) is no longer
uniform across the UK. That patchwork is a genuinely useful, concrete example of asymmetric devolution (different nations
of the UK holding different powers and rules) next time you are asked to evaluate how devolution has reshaped the UK's
constitution.

SPECIFICATION LINKS Edexcel 9PL0 1.1 (Democracy and participation), 1.3 (Electoral systems); AQA 7152 3.1.2.1 (Democracy and
participation), 3.1.2.2 (Elections and referendums); CCEA 4830 3.2 (Unit AS 2: The British Political Process).

ﬁ Burnham's Baptism of Fire

WESTMINSTER, 2 SEPTEMBER 2026

New Prime Minister, new despatch box grilling. Andy Burnham faced his first Prime Minister's Questions (PMQs, the
weekly Commons session where the PM answers MPs' questions) on Wednesday, and Conservative leader Kemi
Badenoch went straight for the Treasury's jugular: “Is he preparing to raise taxes again? Yes or no?” Burnham refused
to bite, insisting he would not “write the Budget™ at the despatch box and leaving the detail to his Chancellor, John
Healey. He did commit to sticking with existing fiscal rules (no borrowing for everyday spending, and debt falling by
the end of this Parliament) and to fully funding defence spending up to NATO's 2035 target. Commentators called it a
fairly bloodless affair, which, in Westminster terms, counts as a good day at the office.

e Badenoch pressed him repeatedly on tax rises; Burnham would not say yes or no.

e Confirmed his government would not borrow to fund day-to-day spending.

e Pledged to fully fund the Defence Investment Plan and hit NATO's 2035 spending target.

e Lib Dem leader Ed Davey asked about rejoining the single market; Burnham did not rule it out.

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: Examiners love asking how effective PMQs really is as a check on
executive power. This session is a genuinely useful worked example of the quieter case: a session widely described as low-
key, where the Prime Minister gave almost nothing away. Use it to balance the textbook's usual dramatic clips of PMQs with
the reality that a disciplined PM can often survive the session simply by refusing to answer the question actually asked.

SPECIFICATION LINKS Edexcel 9PL0 3.2 (Parliament), 3.3 (Prime Minister and Executive); AQA 7152 3.1.1.2 (The structure and role of
Parliament), 3.1.1.3 (The Prime Minister and cabinet).

SCOTLAND

Swinney Shuffles the (Health) Board

HOLYROOD, 1 SEPTEMBER 2026

John Swinney used his first Programme for Government (the Scottish Government's annual statement of priorities) of
this five-year term to promise the biggest shake-up of NHS Scotland's structure in years. Speaking at Holyrood on
Tuesday, the First Minister confirmed the 14 territorial health boards will be scrapped and replaced with just two
strategic ones, alongside a pledge that nobody will wait more than 26 weeks for treatment by the end of 2031. “We are
here to improve the lives of the people of Scotland,” Swinney told MSPs, “creating new opportunities for all to
succeed.” The £2 bus fare cap also expands to the West of Scotland from Monday, and a new Misogyny Bill is
promised to tackle violence against women and girls.

Replaces 14 NHS territorial boards with 2 strategic health boards.

Pledges no treatment wait over 26 weeks by the end of 2031.

£2 bus cap extended to Glasgow, Renfrewshire, Ayrshire, Dunbartonshire, Lanarkshire and Inverclyde.
A new Misogyny Bill promised to tackle violence against women and girls.



WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: Swinney's SNP fell eight seats short of a majority at May's Holyrood
election, so every one of these pledges now has to survive a minority parliament (one where the governing party lacks a
majority of seats) rather than simply being nodded through. Watch how many of these specific promises actually get voted
into law over the coming year: that gap between a government's announced programme and what a minority parliament
actually lets it pass is a far better illustration of devolved minority government than any textbook definition.

SPECIFICATION LINKS Edexcel 9PL0 3.4 (Relations between the branches); AQA 7152 3.1.1.5 (Devolution,).

NORTHERN IRELAND

¥ Stormont's Budget Black Hole

STORMONT, 1 SEPTEMBER 2026

Northern Ireland's government cannot agree how to spend its own money, and a leading think tank says the
consequences are catastrophic. A report from Pivotal, published Tuesday, found Stormont's departments have been
running on a temporary contingency budget since April because ministers have failed to agree a full one. Pivotal's
director Ann Watt did not mince her words: “Deciding a budget is a basic element of good governance. The inability
to do so is a serious failing... The absence of even a single-year budget at present is catastrophic for public services.”
The knock-on effects are already visible: a median outpatient wait of 60 weeks, an education overspend of £250
million, and nine planned bills, including a Race Equality Bill, still not even tabled in the Assembly.

No full budget agreed since April; departments run on a temporary contingency budget.
Median wait for an outpatient appointment: 60 weeks.
Overspends estimated at £250 million in education and £800 million in health.

Nine planned pieces of Executive legislation, including the Race Equality Bill, remain untabled.

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: Northern Ireland's power-sharing Executive requires cross-
community agreement (support from both the main unionist and nationalist parties) under the Good Friday Agreement, so a
single party dragging its feet can freeze the entire government's finances. This budget deadlock is a genuinely current,
concrete illustration of why NI's consociational model (a system of government built on mandatory power-sharing between
communities) is far more prone to gridlock than Westminster's adversarial, single-party-government system, useful for any
question comparing devolved governance across the UK.

SPECIFICATION LINKS Edexcel 9PL0 3.4 (Relations between the branches); CCEA 4830 3.1 (Unit AS 1: The Government and Politics of
Northern Ireland); AQA 7152 3.1.1.5 (Devolution).

WALES

'l Cardiff Bay Draws a Line on Defence Cash
4 CARDIFF BAY, 3 SEPTEMBER 2026

Wales's Plaid Cymru-led government wants to make sure its money doesn't quietly prop up things it disagrees with.
On Thursday, ministers announced Wales's first ever ethical framework for how the Welsh Government engages with
the defence sector, covering everything from financial support and investment to trade missions. Cabinet Secretary
Adam Price explained the government wants to balance backing the roughly 16,000 people employed in Wales's
aerospace and defence industry against its own commitment to peace and human rights, keeping support “consistent
with the values of this Government.” No such framework has ever existed in Wales before.

Wales's first ever ethical framework for defence sector engagement.

Covers financial assistance, investment work, trade missions and sector engagement.

Around 16,000 people are employed in Wales's acrospace and defence industry.

Framework designed to keep government support consistent with the government's own values.



WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: Defence is a reserved matter (an area Westminster alone controls),
so Cardiff Bay cannot set defence policy itself. What it can do is use the devolved powers it does hold, over economic
development, investment and trade promotion, to shape the debate indirectly. That is a genuinely useful, concrete example of
how devolved governments push at the edges of the reserved-versus-devolved boundary in practice, rather than simply
reciting the list of reserved matters from your textbook.

SPECIFICATION LINKS Edexcel 9PL0O 3.4 (Relations between the branches); AQA 7152 3.1.1.5 (Devolution).

IN OTHER NEWS

Farage Is Back (Again): After seeing off “Count Binface” to reclaim Clacton in August, Nigel Farage was sworn back into the
Commons this week, a rival Andy Burnham will now face across the despatch box every Wednesday, worth following for how
Reform behaves as a slightly larger parliamentary presence.

The Crown's Purse Shrinks: MPs debated the Sovereign Grant Bill this week, cutting public funding for the Royal Household
from £137.9 million to £99.9 million; worth researching how Parliament actually controls royal finances, and why.

Suing to Silence?: A Commons backbench debate this week called for tougher protection against SLAPPs (Strategic Lawsuits
Against Public Participation, legal action used to intimidate journalists and campaigners); look up who is pushing for reform and
why it has stalled before.

Henry VIII Rides Again: Peers on the Lords Delegated Powers Committee criticised “broad and novel” powers in the Cyber
Security and Resilience Bill that would let ministers change the law without a full parliamentary vote; a classic delegated
legislation row worth reading into.

Wales's Wildfire Reckoning Waits: The Senedd returns from recess next week and will finally face questions over its response
to the summer's wildfires across South Wales, after opposition demands for an emergency recall went unanswered; worth
watching for how the debate unfolds.
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