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IN  THIS  ISSUE  

→ Seventh heaven? Burnham's honeymoon hits the buffers 

→ Asylum hotels: half the rooms, none of the peace 

→ Farage wants to bin the rulebook (while being sued under it) 

→ Marra v Fagan: Scottish Labour's fight for survival 

→ Plaid's first 100 days: more dashboard than delivery? 

→ Burnham goes to Belfast (and Stormont's still skint) 

→ Healey's honesty budget: no drama, just a £1.8bn hole 

 

Another week, another cart rattling towards Whitehall. This week it is carrying a one-month-old Prime Minister, a 

Home Office spreadsheet, a Reform UK press release and a Chancellor already bracing for October. Scotland is 

picking a new Labour leader, Wales is marking its first 100 days under Plaid Cymru, and Stormont is still waiting for 

someone to find the money down the back of the sofa. Climb aboard. The ride is bumpy, but the view from the tumbril 

is unbeatable. 

W ES TM I NS T ER  

 

 

Seventh heaven? Burnham's honeymoon hits the buffers 

WESTMINSTER  –  26-29  AUGUST  2026 

 

Andy Burnham is Britain's seventh Prime Minister in a decade, and he has only had the keys to Number 10 for five 

weeks. No general election, no manifesto, just a resignation, a coronation and a removal van. Commentators reckon 

the poll bounce (Labour has actually nudged ahead of Reform UK for the first time in months) will not survive contact 

with the Budget on 28 October. The honeymoon is nice while it lasts. 



● Burnham became PM on 20 July 2026 after Keir Starmer resigned following months of cabinet resignations. 

● His top team includes John Healey at the Treasury, Yvette Cooper at Health and Ed Miliband as Foreign Secretary. 

● David Lammy and Peter Kyle were among those dropped in the reshuffle. 

 

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: your textbook tells you the UK has no fixed method for choosing a new 

PM mid-term, and that a leader can be replaced by their own party without a general election, because it is the Commons 

majority (not the voters) that technically installs a government. Burnham is that abstract rule made flesh: no dissolution, no 

polling day, just an internal Labour contest and a trip to the Palace. Use this as your go-to example next time an exam 

question asks you to evaluate "elective dictatorship" and party control alongside the monarch's formal role in appointing a 

PM. 

SPECIFICATION  LINKS   Edexcel 9PL0 3.3 (Prime Minister and Executive), 1.2 (Political parties); AQA 7152 3.1.1.3 (The Prime Minister 

and cabinet); CCEA 4830 3.2 (Unit AS 2: The British Political Process). 

 

 

Asylum hotels: half the rooms, none of the peace 

WESTMINSTER  –  27 AUGUST  2026 

 

The Home Office reckons it is winning. New figures show the number of asylum seekers stuck in hotels has been cut 

in half in a year, down to just over 16,000. Home Secretary Shabana Mahmood is out trumpeting record illegal 

working arrests and rising deportations. Critics say the numbers dodge the bigger question: small boat crossings still 

made up four in ten claims, and the hotels have not shut yet. 

● Hotel-housed asylum seekers: 16,021 in June 2026, down from 32,041 a year earlier. 

● Total asylum applications fell 21% year on year, to 85,891. 

● Asylum spending down 8%, to £4.36 billion. 

 

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: do not just file this under "the government talked about immigration." 

Notice how Mahmood built her statement almost entirely out of statistics she chose to highlight (backlog down, arrests up) 

rather than the target she has not hit (ending hotel use by the end of this Parliament). This is a genuinely current example of 

how a minister uses departmental data to manage a political narrative, a sharper illustration of "core executive" 

communications strategy than anything an abstract textbook description gives you. 

SPECIFICATION  LINKS   Edexcel 9PL0 3.3 (Prime Minister and Executive); AQA 7152 3.1.1.3 (The Prime Minister and cabinet); CCEA 

4830 3.2 (Unit AS 2: The British Political Process). 

 

 

Farage wants to bin the rulebook (while being sued under it) 

WESTMINSTER  –  26 AUGUST  2026 

 

Nigel Farage and Reform UK's Robert Jenrick used a Tuesday evening press event to promise they would scrap UK 

GDPR altogether if they ever get the keys to Number 10, swapping it for a lighter touch, New Zealand style privacy 

law. Labour's Mel Stride said the plan would "collapse on contact with reality." The irony is hard to miss: Reform 

itself is currently defending a High Court case over allegedly breaching the very data protection rules Farage wants 

gone. 

● The pitch: replace UK GDPR with a regime modelled on New Zealand's Privacy Act, where the maximum fine is 

measured in tens of thousands of pounds, not the multi-million pound sums GDPR allows. 

● Labour dismissed the plan as "unworkable and unserious." 

● A High Court judge ruled in June that the Good Law Project's data protection case against Reform UK should go to trial. 

 

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: a party with no MPs in government can still set the weekend news 

agenda and force the governing party into a public rebuttal. That is a real, current example of how opposition and minor 

parties exercise power through agenda-setting rather than office-holding, exactly the kind of "functions of political parties" 

point examiners want illustrated with something more recent than a textbook case study from a decade-old manifesto row. 



SPECIFICATION  LINKS   Edexcel 9PL0 1.2 (Political parties); AQA 7152 3.1.2.3 (Political parties). 

 

S CO TL A ND  

 

 

Marra v Fagan: Scottish Labour's fight for survival 

HOLYROOD  –  24  AUGUST  2026 

 

Scottish Labour is picking a new leader after Anas Sarwar swapped Holyrood for a seat in the House of Lords and a 

ministerial red box in Andy Burnham's government. The two candidates left standing, Michael Marra and Joe Fagan, 

spent this week trading blows over who actually wrote the manifesto that delivered Labour's worst devolution-era 

result back in May. Neither has said much yet about what they would actually do differently. 

● Sarwar quit as Scottish Labour leader in July to become a UK government trade minister after accepting a peerage. 

● Marra: North East Scotland MSP and former finance spokesperson, running as the unity candidate. 

● Fagan: former South Lanarkshire Council leader, running as the "change" candidate. 

● The result is announced on 19 September 2026. 

 

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: Sarwar's move is a neat, current example of a route into government that 

skips the ballot box altogether: a peerage lets a Prime Minister bring a talented devolved politician into a UK ministerial job 

without them ever facing UK voters. Next time a mark scheme asks you to evaluate the House of Lords' role or the Prime 

Minister's powers of patronage, this is a sharper example than the usual list of hereditary peers. 

SPECIFICATION  LINKS   Edexcel 9PL0 1.2 (Political parties), 3.4 (Relations between the branches); AQA 7152 3.1.2.3 (Political parties), 

3.1.1.5 (Devolution). 

 

W A LE S  

 

 

Plaid's first 100 days: more dashboard than delivery? 

CARDIFF  BAY –  25  AUGUST  2026 

 

Wales's first ever Plaid Cymru led government hit the 100 day mark this week, and the report card is mixed. Free 

school meals have expanded and a new Cancer Plan is under way, but ministers could not get their own supplementary 

budget through the Senedd after a row with Labour over funding for pupils with additional learning needs. Opposition 

parties reckon First Minister Rhun ap Iorwerth's government has been better at launching reviews than fixing 

anything. 

● Plaid Cymru holds 43 of 96 Senedd seats, the largest party but short of a majority. 

● Kept promises: expanded free school meals, a new Cancer Plan, a multi-year farmer funding cycle. 

● Missed target: the government's own supplementary budget failed to pass. 

● Both unemployment and NHS waiting lists have risen since May. 

 

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: this is a live, worked example of what a minority government actually 

looks like day to day under a proportional system, not the general "coalitions are harder to govern with" line from your 

notes, but a specific, current instance of a government unable to pass its own budget because Additional Member System 

arithmetic denies it a majority. Compare it directly with how Westminster's plurality system usually manufactures single-

party majorities that avoid exactly this problem. 

SPECIFICATION  LINKS   Edexcel 9PL0 3.4 (Relations between the branches), 1.3 (Electoral systems); AQA 7152 3.1.1.5 (Devolution). 

 



N O R TH E R N I R EL AN D  

 

 

Burnham goes to Belfast (and Stormont's still skint) 

BELFAST  –  27  AUGUST  2026 

 

Andy Burnham made his first trip to Belfast as Prime Minister this week, sitting down with First Minister Michelle 

O'Neill, Deputy First Minister Emma Little-Pengelly and the leaders of every Executive party. He talked cost of 

living, promised to help sort out Stormont's long running budget row, and confirmed the Troubles legacy bill is 

coming back to Parliament. Warm words. The Executive has been trying to fix its own budget for months, and a 

photocall in Belfast will not pay anyone's wages. 

● Meeting held 27 August 2026, Burnham's first visit to Northern Ireland as PM. 

● All five Executive parties (Sinn Féin, DUP, Alliance, UUP and SDLP) were represented. 

● The Northern Ireland Secretary will lead work bringing the Troubles legacy bill back before Parliament. 

 

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: the Troubles legacy legislation is a genuinely current, concrete example 

of Westminster legislating directly on a matter that touches Northern Ireland, even though justice and policing are devolved 

in principle, because legacy and reconciliation issues remain reserved to Westminster. Use this specific bill, rather than a 

generic description of "reserved versus devolved powers," when you need to show an examiner you understand exactly 

where the line between London and Stormont falls. 

SPECIFICATION  LINKS   Edexcel 9PL0 3.4 (Relations between the branches); AQA 7152 3.1.1.5 (Devolution); CCEA 4830 3.1 (Unit AS 1: 

The Government and Politics of Northern Ireland). 

 

E CO NO M Y  &  BU DG E T  

 

 

Healey's honesty budget: no drama, just a £1.8bn hole 

WESTMINSTER  –  28-29  AUGUST  2026 

 

Chancellor John Healey has set 28 October as Budget day, and he needs it to go well. The latest official figures show 

the government borrowed £1.8 billion in July alone, comfortably missing the independent forecaster's prediction and 

landing right as Burnham's popularity bump starts to wobble. Healey has been quietly consulting outside economists 

rather than his own backbenchers, a sign of just how carefully he is trying to look sensible before he actually has to be 

sensible. 

● Public sector net borrowing: £1.8 billion in July 2026, up 68.7% on July 2025. 

● That overshot the Office for Budget Responsibility's forecast by £2.3 billion. 

● Former Bank of England deputy governor Andy Haldane has called for a "moratorium on tax increases and regulatory 

burden" on business, likening it to a "fiscal Hippocratic oath." 

● None of Healey's informal panel of outside economic advisers has taken a formal government job. 

 

WHY THIS MATTERS FOR YOUR A-LEVEL: this is a sharp, current illustration of how an unelected body (the OBR) 

can constrain an elected Chancellor's room for manoeuvre well before a single tax rise is even announced. When you are 

asked to evaluate limits on executive power, do not just reach for judicial review or select committees; a Chancellor missing 

an independent forecaster's borrowing target by £2.3 billion in a single month is a live example of technocratic, not just legal 

or parliamentary, constraint. 

SPECIFICATION  LINKS   Edexcel 9PL0 3.3 (Prime Minister and Executive), 3.4 (Relations between the branches); AQA 7152 3.1.1.3 (The 

Prime Minister and cabinet); CCEA 4830 3.2 (Unit AS 2: The British Political Process). 

 



I N  O TH E R N EW S  

 

Inflation jumps to 2.9%.  UK CPI rose to 2.9% in the year to July, the first increase since March, driven mainly by higher energy 

bills after an Ofgem price cap rise. Worth checking how this shapes the mood heading into Healey's Budget. 

Reform UK's internal feuding.  Reports this month suggest infighting inside Reform UK is slowing Farage's attempt to 

professionalise the party ahead of a possible run at government. Worth researching what "professionalising" a rising insurgent 

party actually involves. 

The rest of the reshuffle.  Beyond Healey and Cooper's promotions, look up exactly who else moved in or out of Burnham's top 

team, and what the pattern tells you about the factions inside the new government. 

Sarwar's peerage draws criticism.  Critics have questioned Anas Sarwar's rapid rise from a Holyrood backbench seat to the 

House of Lords and a ministerial job. Worth reading up on the wider arguments for and against an appointed second chamber. 

Troubles legacy bill returns.  The government has confirmed it will bring its Troubles legacy legislation back to Parliament this 

term. Worth looking into what the previous version of the bill proposed, and why victims' groups on all sides objected to it.  
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