Applied Certificate Criminology

Unit 1 — Changing Awareness of Crime

Topic 2 AC1.2

Explain the reasons that
certain crimes are unreported




You need to know

Many people learn about the fear and fascination of crime from the media, but is the media

a reliable source of information?

To what extent are we misled by our tastes in programmes and newspapers about crime?

Who decides what behaviours should be against the law?

Who gathers information about crime?
Can this information be trusted?

Can we trust our own instincts?

Explain the reasons that certain crimes are unreported

o Disinterest

o Not affected
e Social and cultural, for example

o Lack of knowledge
Complexity
Lack of media interest
Lack of current public concern
Culture-bound crime (i.e.
honour killing, witchcraft
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Content Amplification
Reasons You should have an understanding of the
e Personal, for example reasons why certain crimes are not reported
o Fear to the police.
o Shame

Consider such crimes as:

e Common assault

e Domestic abuse

e Vandalism

e Rape

e Perceived victimless crimes (i.e.
white-collar crime, vagrancy,
prostitution, assisted suicide)




